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Background Results

* There is an increasing amount of research underpinning information SuRe Info structure
retrieval for systematic reviews, health technology assessments and
evidence synthesis.

Sources to search

 How many sources to search?

» Value of searching different sources

» Value of searching for different publication types/
formats

» Service providers and search interfaces

Designing search strategies

» Strategy development

» Search filters

« Other limits: language, date

Peer reviewing search strategies

Documenting and reporting the search process

 The identification of the current best practice methods is challenging.

Objective

Summarized Research in Information Retrieval for HTA (SuRe Info) aims
to develop and present an open web based resource which:

* identifies and summarises information retrieval methods publications.

Health problem and current use of technology
Description and technical characteristics of technology
Safety

Diagnostic accuracy

Clinical effectiveness

Costs and economic evaluation

Ethical analysis

Organisational aspects

Social aspects

Legal aspects

* provides guidance on sources to search and designing search
strategies.

Methods

A group of information specialists have defined the topic areas for the
website and written a “how-to” manual to develop each topic area into a
chapter.

Figure 1: How the content of SuRe Info is created chapter by
chapter

Chapter structure

1. Publications are listed with critical appraisal
2. Key messages from the appraisals are summarized
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Welcome to Summarized Research in Information Retrieval for HTA (5uRe Info), a web resource that provides research-based
information relating to the information retrieval aspects of producing systematic reviews and health technology assessments.

Searching = methods publications are identified by running topic- SURE Ifo 26k o hlp ormation SpecTalts stay p-o-Gat n th ftedt developments oy provcing eas) access o curent  Search ths sie
o . . methods papers, and support more research-based information retrieval practice. | |
specific search strategies in selected relevant databases. T T ———
+ |nformation on general search methods common across all health technologies;
+ Methods to use when searching for specific aspects of health technologies (mainly based on the structure of the HTA
= — HTE . . . H Core Model® developed by ELInefHTA)
Screening = fulfilling the SuRe Info inclusion criteria. | _ } — A
Click on a heading name to reach the chapter summarizing the current research findings within that category. The references \
listed atthe end of each chapter are linked to structured appraisals of the references, written by members of the SuRe Info e
project team.
Appraisal writi ng = d raft| ng a Stru Ctu red abStraCt along W|th a bnef If you have any questions, comments or suggestions relating to SuRe Info please complete this contact form.
critical appraisa| General search methods

+« Sourcesto search
« How many sources to search?
+ ‘alue of searching different sources

Summarizing the appraisals = key messages from the appraisals + Vale of searching for diferent usicaon pesformas
. . . . *+ Serice providers and search interfaces
are summarized into topic-specific chapters.
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Publishing = uploading the summary and corresponding appraisals.
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